
     Easter Reflection. 
 
John 20:1-18 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 

Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed 

from the entrance. 2 So she came running to Simon Peter and the other 

disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the Lord out of 

the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!” 3 So Peter and 

the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were running, but the other 

disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent over and 

looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. 6 Then Simon 

Peter came along behind him and went straight into the tomb. He saw the 

strips of linen lying there, 7 as well as the cloth that had been wrapped 

around Jesus’ head. The cloth was still lying in its place, separate from the 

linen. 8 Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also 

went inside. He saw and believed. 9 (They still did not understand from 

Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) 10 Then the disciples went 

back to where they were staying. 
11 Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to 

look into the tomb 12 and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ 

body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot. 13 They asked 

her, “Woman, why are you crying?” “They have taken my Lord away,” she 

said, “and I don’t know where they have put him.” 14 At this, she turned 

around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was 

Jesus. 15 He asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are 

looking for?” Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have 

carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him.” 
16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” 

She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means 

“Teacher”). 
17 Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the 

Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my 

Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 
18 Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the 

Lord!” And she told them that he had said these things to her. 

 



Reflection 
Have you seen the film ‘A few Good Men’? A Navy lawyer, Tom Cruise, looks 
into the suspicious death of a marine at Guantanamo. He suspects that he died 
because of an illegal discipline, a ‘code red’. The film climaxes in court, with his 
cross examining the colonel in charge. 

‘Colonel Jessep! Did you order the Code Red?!’ 

‘You don't have to answer that question!’ advises the judge. 

But Colonel Jessep replies ‘I'll answer the question. You want answers?’ 

‘I think I'm entitled to them,’ replies Tom. 

‘You want answers?!’ 

‘I want the truth!’ 

‘You can't handle the truth!’ seethes Colonel Jessep, who then launches into a 
tirade on the necessary, violent code by which he controls the marines, who 
defend the country. ‘Yes, I ordered the code red!’ He finally sneers. And the 
game is up. He has confessed. He thinks he’s done right, but the court martial has 
found him wrong. 

Easter is the moment of truth. 

Satan thinks that the crucifixion is the moment of truth. He gets to kill the good 
guy, but look like the good guy himself. It is the moment he gets to defeat his 
greatest enemy. He knows what God is like. He knows that Jesus will not fight 
back. He knows that he has always been able to lie, to make evil seem holy, to 
unite people around a scapegoat, to make might seem right and to make greed 
seem good. The cross is Satan’s great moment to finally and fully seize the 
narrative. And like a poker player certain of his hand he goes all in. 

And the resurrection is the moment Jesus plays his hand. And everything 
changes. The power of the ‘ruler of this world’ is only temporary. His lies are 
exposed as such. Jesus is vindicated. He at once defeats the deceiver, and sin and 
death. He is greater than them all, and is show as such. 

First, powered by the Holy Spirit, Christianity spreads like wild fire. It spreads 
peacefully and despite persecution. Today, though Christianity seems 
(temporarily) stalled in our part of the world, nonetheless, Satan’s favourite tactic 
of scapegoating — making persecutors feel righteous in their persecution — is 
still on the back foot. His kingdom is collapsing in slow motion. More and more, 
we are inclined to back the underdog, and to advocate for those without defence. 

Easter is a moment of truth. And that truth touches upon every single part of life. 

May we be refreshed in our sight of this truth this Easter, and filled again with 
the hope born of his victory. Jesus rose. Christ wins. Hallelujah! 

Amen.     Happy Easter! Tim and the ministry team. 


