
John 17.6-19 

Jesus Prays for His Disciples 
6 “I have revealed you[a] to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave 

them to me and they have obeyed your word. 7 Now they know that everything you have given me 

comes from you. 8 For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew 

with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me. 9 I pray for them. I am not 

praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours. 10 All I have is yours, 

and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them. 11 I will remain in the world no 

longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the 

power of[b] your name, the name you gave me, so that they may be one as we are one. 12 While I 

was with them, I protected them and kept them safe by[c] that name you gave me. None has been 

lost except the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled. 13 “I am coming to 

you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that they may have the full measure 

of my joy within them. 14 I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are 

not of the world any more than I am of the world. 15 My prayer is not that you take them out of the 

world but that you protect them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of 

it. 17 Sanctify them by[d] the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, I have sent 

them into the world. 19 For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified. 
 

Pilate asks Jesus at his trial ‘What is truth?’ The answer, never spoken, is that Truth is staring 
him in the face. 

True means for us: 

1. ‘in accordance with fact or reality’ — e.g. a true story. 

2. accurate or exact — e.g. true north, and 

3. loyal or faithful — e.g. a true friend, true love. 

There is a link between these: a true friend would tell the truth. 

In John 17, amongst other things Jesus prays that the disciples would be ‘sanctified (or made 
holy) by the truth: your word is truth’. 

What happens next in the gospel is the final revelation of the truth about us and the truth 
about God. (We humans crucified Jesus; God raised him from the dead, victor over sin and 
death.) The disciples, and we, are confronted with the truth that God is true, while we are not 
true. Despite three years with Jesus it is not until Easter that their eyes are completely opened 
to all truth, and it is not until this moment that they make the switch from stumbling followers 
to courageous truth-speakers. In the resurrection Simon becomes Peter, the rock, 
the true leader of the church. 

We are in the midst of ten days praying for ‘Thy Kingdom Come’. Our prayers are a lot like 
Jesus’s prayer — that others would see the truth about God, and the trueness (loyal love) of 
Jesus. The disciples went from knowing the truth to telling the truth. Perhaps our prayers 
might be that we see the truth so clearly that we cannot help but tell God’s truth — that is, that 
we find it easy to tell the gospel, and also to share our experience of that truth in our lives. 
What does it mean to us to see the big picture that includes God? To see his true love for us? 

Jesus’s prayer for his disciples is also a prayer for us. He privileges us with sharing in the 
truth-telling of the disciples. 

Pilate asked ‘what is truth?’ It is sometimes said these days that we live in a ‘post-truth’ world. 
How might we remedy this, assuming you agree ‘post-truth’ is a problem? 

Blessings, Tim. 
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