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John 15:9-17 

“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you 

keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 

commands and remain in his love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in 

you and that your joy may be complete. 12 My command is this: Love each other as I 

have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s 

friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command. 15 I no longer call you 

servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have 

called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known 

to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you 

might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my 

name the Father will give you. 17 This is my command: Love each other. 

 

Have you ever heard of the Turing Test? Named after Alan Turing, it is a 
theoretical test for the development of Artificial Intelligence. A human keys 
questions into a keypad on the front of a box. Depending on the answers he 
receives back, can they tell if there is a person or a computer inside the box? 

In this passage, Jesus gives a new commandment, to ‘love one another as I have 
loved you.’ To love is not a new commandment at all — Moses received the 
commands to love God and to love your neighbour as yourself. So the novelty is 
the second part — putting aside all human understanding of what love is, we 
need to love in Jesus’s divine way. What does that look like? 

I suggest this love will be humble, indiscriminate, proactive, sincere, imaginative, 
sacrificial, listening. Can you add more qualities? 

How do we do achieve such levels of love? There’s an adage that goes ‘show me 
your friends, and a I’ll show you who you are.’ Be a ‘friend’ of Jesus, and his 
character should rub off on you. What does it mean to you to be a friend of Jesus? 

Jesus was like a Turing test for divinity — he looked like a man, but those who 
spent time with him grew to realise he was more than that: God was in the box! 
And Jesus’s invitation to us is to be so like him that we too pass the Turing test 
for divinity — that there should really be something of God recognisably inside 
us, too. 
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